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Workshop on Minimizing Misuse of RTI organized by Haryana State Higher Education Council.
Public Information Officers (PIOs) and Appellate Authorities of State Funded Universities
participated in the workshop.

Panchkula, 03 January.
Haryana State Higher Education Council (HSHEC) organized a one-day workshop on
Minimizing Misuse of RTI on 3" January, 2023 in Panchkula. Prof. Brij Kishore Kuthiala,
Chairperson, HSHEC; Dr. Kailash Chander Sharma, Vice-Chairperson, HSHEC; expert speaker
Shri Ajay Jagga, Senior Advocate, Punjab and Haryana High Court and renowned
administrator Smt. Urvashi Gulati, former Chief Secretary and former State Information
Commissioner, Haryana addressed the participating first appellate authorities and PIOs of
the 15 State-funded Universities. In the opening remarks, Dr. Kailash Chander Sharma,
Vice-Chairperson, HSHEC underlined the benefits of Right to Information (RTI) Act stating
that it empowers citizens to get the answers to their questions and build better-informed
citizens. He also stated that the channel of RTI should not be used with the intent of
blackmailing and misusing and emphasized that the process and procedure of RTI Act
should be thoroughly understood by PIOs and first appellate authorities.
Shri Ajay Jagga, Senior Advocate, Punjab and Haryana High Court explained the RTI Act in
detail to the participants stating its meaning, objectives, important provisions and certain
significant Supreme Court judgments. He also pointed that only genuine RTI applications
should be processed further. He also suggested that standard operating procedures (SOPs)
for certain common issues may be formed by the State Government. He also addressed the
guestions from various participants.
Prof. Brij Kishore Kuthiala, Chairperson, HSHEC suggested that a committee in the Council
can be formed which will consist of PIOs, first appellate authorities, advocates, RTI experts
etc. to take up the RTl-related problems of State Universities and provide guidance.
Smt. Urvashi Gulati, former Chief Secretary and former State Information Commissioner,
Haryana in the concluding remarks highlighted the significance of the RTI Act stating that
RTI information can be regarded as a public good, for it is relevant to the interests of
citizens and is a crucial pillar for the functioning of a transparent and vibrant democracy.
One should not underestimate the value of this right. She stated that basic rules and
regulations of a University should not be concealed and it should be in public domain. More
open an organization becomes, the number of RTI applications will decrease and the
organization will feel less harassed. She stated that PIOs, first appellate authorities should
have clarity about RTI, be impartial and should keep public interest in mind while dealing
and examining a RTI application. Provisions in the RTI Act itself guide as to how to stop the
misuse of the Act. She suggested that PIOs, first appellate authorities should not give
advice and suggestions. He/she should supply the information which is available,
information is based on record and record is ‘as it exists’ and ‘as it is available’.
The workshop ended with a vote of thanks by Prof. D.P Warne followed by National
Anthem.

Regards

l=—Aa A

K.K Agnihotri
Advisor, HSHEC

Takniki Shiksha Sadan, Bays No. 7-12, Sector — 4, Panchkula — 134112
Contact No-0172-2570743, 2580435 (PBX) Email- chairpersonhshec@gmail.com



HARYANA STATE HIGHER EDUCATION COUNCIL

No.:- 9/11-2022 SPIO/HSHEC Date: 03.01.2022

RO T T4 AT IRwE @R IRAAE F GIIANT B FH A & AT FrRAET F7
TSt

FAATET & T g@RT N eafag@rerdt & s gaam sfwRET (famrdsn) 3k srdfae
IR F smer R

qerehell, 03 STeladl|

gRATOT AT 3oa RIET IRYe (TATHSH) o 3 SoAal, 2023 T Taehell H HRENS & GoUAT i
HH F & TAU T feadig wRIRMMAT HT ISl ATl W gof fheiR pidarer , 3T,
TIUHUTSHY; 3. Sellel el AT , 3UTeye], vavHUTsH:; fAAWT g@dr At e Seew |, aRss
ifraerar, gotie 3R gRAOT 3z =grTed R yfiey gemds A 39l ey, d #ET |@fg
3N qd ToT AT INYFA , FRAT A HET o 15 T garT o e Reafezrerat & damsan
3R A el AfRERAT o Fafta frar| aRf@ew feoquft 7 | 37, Shamer e AT, 3uTes,
TICHUISH o AT FT AR (IREAE) HAAIA, 2005 F w1t Y @R I §U el fob
Tg ARG &l 3eTch FATell o ofald 1 o 3R g AABR ARG &l [HAATOT FeT HT AR
& B 3ogie g o eT foh RIS & Aetel T 3UAT selhAflr 3R gruaer & s A AL
forar ST TfiRT 3R 38§19 W SR A f 3REnme sifafags & aftkar dikmdsn 3k gas
3diele ATRIRGT & ST Rg T THST oleTT T80

AT 37T SN, aRTS JHTdFar, Gold AR gRAOT 3= ~AArer T & Giasniadt v g w1
HURR (IREMTS) FfATATH, 005 &I Y, 3682, HcaquT YT IR Fafed AT & Fo
Hgcaqur fofar 91 gT RS 37 A & IR # AEaR & ey &1 3ol g o el
f& shael TUTY IRENTS Tdeal W g 3 SNArS &I S AMBT| 3egi= Tg o g fear
$O AT Heal & U ToT TWHR @RI Alelsh Halelel UihdT  (THIN) T8 ST Fehell &
3l [AfFeT gfanEaat & Farer &1 a9 &)

9. o1 forelt Ffsarar & gema @ & aRwg 7 v @fRfa afsd i o7 adr ¢ ower demsst
SUH 37diele 3TRRIRE, Fael SR SRS, 3iftasdr s gkl g afafa geem 3ftsr &
Teftrd gAEA X UsF & farafdeaet #t worg ¢l




A 3G e, 9T AT FiRT vd qd ToT FAAT IS, gRAVT & HAGA SSEIereT H el
& HfEPR Hfafrasr Hr Fgar T Thmer STerd §U FeT {6 F§ Apfed IR aRaRf 7 shdad divhd
% Toh HecdqUl T &1 3ogil el T faeafdegrerdt & adr f@gd adsi=ies gl =gy
HEATT TSt IReelt gief 33 3det & A Faeor & FUSR @ Faftd Aeer 3mdar 3 Feamsit
P 3T ACIA T 3cUisad T FaT g 3ogial del b W3NS 3R gua 3deie AfRwIRAT Fr
AT & 3PN IFRHIA & TN H SEEehcl T SR IWAT AMRT IR ATHSAT I HHTeld
THAT Adfed F e F @ar aifgwl 3fafaas & sus srad sTadaTa @ T99 & giaenT &1
3egiel & goura fear T W33 R wyH Idiele ARG w GG T Hellg & AT
AIET| JoTehl shaol T8l FIl ol AMGT i T 3Uelestl § AR ToH AETH H 3ucletl g1 FaeTl
Shad FA@N T TR gheil A1igy|

FIAATAT T A G . 3 & IR, IR FaT0 Heaweh Ua Aol ganT e ¥eaarg 3R
TSR 3T & g3

HaGT

LA A

#r F.F. FFagEr
QRIALTETAT

ERATOT Ao B A& IRV,
AT, 9815555548



